Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.090; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.9.
In the title complex, [Ni(C 14 H 9 N 2 O) 2 ], the Ni II atom lies on an inversion center and is coordinated by the O atom and an N atom of two Schiff base 2-(3-cyanophenyliminomethyl)phenolate ligands in a square-planar geometry. The dihedral angle between the cyanophenyl and phenolate rings is 47.62 (7) . 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 14 (Harrop et al., 2003; Brückner et al., 2000) . Nickel(II) compounds with Schiff bases have received much attention in recent years (Marganian et al., 1995) . Here we report the molecular and crystal structure of nickel (II) complex with a Schiff base ligand.
The Ni II atom in (I) lies on an inversion center and is coordinated by the two imine N and two phenolateO atoms of the two Schiff base ligands in a square-planar geometry (Fig.1 ). The dihedral angle between the cyanophenyl and phenyl rings is 47.62 (7)°.. The Ni-O and Ni-N bond lengths agree with the values reported for related complexes (Peng, et al., (2006); Adams et al., 2004; Bian et al., 2004) .
Experimental 2-(3-cyanophenyliminomethyl)phenol was prepared according to the literature (Akkurt et al., 2006) . NiCl 2 ·6H 2 O(23.7 mg, 0.1 mmol) in methanol (5 ml) was added to the solution of 2-(3-cyanophenyliminomethyl)phenol (22.2 mg, 0.1 mmol)in the methanol (5 ml), the pH was then adjusted to 8-9 and the mixture was stirred for 4 h. The filtrate was kept at room temperature for about two weeks, and blue block shaped crystals of (I) suitable for for X-ray single-crystal analyses were obtained.
Refinement
All H atoms attached to C atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
Crystal data [Ni(C 14 0.0282 (9) 0.0272 (9) 0.0300 (9) 0.0015 (7) 0.0133 (7) 0.0023 (7) C11 0.0327 (10) 0.0449 (12) 0.0461 (11) 0.0093 (9) 0.0194 (9) 0.0032 (9) C3 0.0335 (10) 0.0412 (11) 0.0425 (11) 0.0088 (9) 0.0134 (9) 0.0043 (9) C2 0.0294 (9) 0.0282 (9) 0.0278 (9) 0.0036 (7) 0.0064 (7) 0.0020 (7) supplementary materials sup-4 C13 0.0348 (10) 0.0378 (11) 0.0521 (12) −0.0068 (9) 0.0174 (9) −0.0090 (9) C7 0.0315 (9) 0.0263 (9) 0.0335 (9) −0.0034 (7) 0.0122 (7) 0.0022 (7) 
